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BiH Dayton Project

The next High Representative must reconsider 
European power-sharing solutions for Bosnia - 
New Eastern Europe
IS January 26, 2021

In New Eastern Europe, Ivan Pepic, an associate of the Institute for Social and Political Research 

in Mostar, calls for the next international High Representative in BiH to work “towards preserving 

the fragile balance between three ethnic groups in the country.”

Pepic also points out the lack of any legal basis for the sweeping powers claimed by the Office of 

the High Representative (OHR).

It is important to point out that the PIC Steering Board has not been given power by any 

international organisation and does not have the status of a UN subsidiary body. It is 

therefore unclear how the OHR has been transformed from programme coordinator into a 

“European protector” in Bosnia and Herzegovina with executive binding superpowers.

The High Representative naturally responded that “if you read Dayton very carefully,

Annex 10 even gives me the possibility to interpret my own authorities and powers,” as 

did the former position holder, Carlos Westendorp, in 1997. Under international law, 

however, international organisations cannot generate or determine their own 

competencies and powers.
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BIH DAYTON PROJECT

This website is a resource for journalists, scholars, and policy makers in search of accurate and timely 

information about Bosnia and Herzegovina and its governmental bodies, entities, and constituent 

peoples.

This website presents materials representing a variety of viewpoints with respect to Bosnia and 

Herzegovina. This material is distributed by McGinnis Lochridge on behalf of Republika Srpska. 

Additional information is available at the Department of Justice, Washington, DC.

The materials on this website do not necessarily reflect the opinions or policies of the Government of 

Republika Srpska.
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